
The Legacy
of the War

One American's Story
Ha,,rn Salomon, a Jew living in Poland, moved to New
York before the Revolution in search ofliberty. He $oon
became a successful merchant and banker. During the
wa1 Salomon supported the Patriot cause.

When the British captured NewYork in 1776, Salomon
was arrested. Because he spoke many languages, the
British thought he could help them deal with foreign
merchan6 so they let him out ofprison. Unfornrnatdy
pdson had p€rmanendy damaged his health.

In 1778, Salomon fled to Philadelphia. He loaned the new govemment
more than $600,000, which was never repaid. Like many other Amedcans,
Salomon had sacdficed his health and fortune to help his country survive.

Costs of the War
(D xgv Quesnou what were the costs of the war?

No one knows exactly how many pepple died in the war, but eight years of
Iighting took a tenible toll. An estimated 25,700 Americans died in the war,
and 1,400 remained missing. Over 8,200 Amencans were wounded. Some
were left with permanent disabilities, suc-h as amputated limbs. The British
military suffercd abour 10,000 deaths.

Debts and Losses Many soldiers who survived the war left the army wirh
Iro money. They had received little or no pay. Instead ofback pay, rhe gov-
emment gave some soldiex certiEcates for land in the West. Many men sold
that land to get money for food and other basic needs,

Both the Congress and the states had borrowed money to fiaance the
cooflict. The war left the nation with a debr ofabout $27 million-a debr
rhat would prove difficult to pay off.

Those who supported the losing side in the war also suffered. Thou-
sands of toyalists lost their property. Between 60,000 and 100,000 l,oyalists
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left the United States during and after the war Arnong them were sevenl
thousand Aliican Americans and Native Americans, induding Mohawk
chiefJoseph Branr. Most ofthe Lyalists went to Canada. There they senled
new towns and provinces. Theyalso brought English traditions to areas that
the French had seltled. To this da, Canada has both French and English as
official languages.

The Revolution had been a civil war thal left both parriots and toyalists
with bitter memories. Pat ots found it especially difficuh ro foryive rhe
former American geneml Benedicr Arnold. In 1780 Amold had betrayed his
county by tying to tum over an American fort to the British. Throughout
American history, the name Betedict Amold is used to mean traitor.

'! SUmnaanz; list some of the costs oI the war.

The Treaty of Paris
! XeV qU:SftOf What didAmerica gain most from the Treaty of paris?

Benjamin FraDLlirL John Adams, and Iohn Iay began formal peace negotia-
tiorx with the British on Seprember 27, 1782. The final Treaty of paris, v,/hich
eDded the Revolurionary War, was signed on September 3, 1783.

c
t.

z

224 C,hapter T



Favolable Telms The Americans won favorable terms in the peace treaty:

. 'Ihe United States was independent.

. lts boundaries would be the MississiPPi River on the west Canada

olr the north, and Spanish Flodda on the south.
. 'Ihe United States would receive the riSht to fish off Canada's

Adantic Coast near Net'foundlaad and Nom Scotia.

o Each side would repay debts it owed the other
. Ihe British would retum any enslaved persons they had captured

. Congress would recommend that the states retum any property they

had seized ftom loyalists.

Neither Britain nor the United States fully lived up to the treays terms.

Americans did not repay the prewar debts they owed Bdtish merciants or

retum toyalist property. The British did not retum runaway slaves.

Boundary Disputes The Treaty of Pads led to boundary disputet or dis-

agreements, with Spain, who could now daim control ofboth banks ofthe
Mississippi dver for over 1oo miles north ofthe GulfofMexico 'Ihis Spanish

control theatened Amedcan shippinS. In the northwest the British refused

to give up military outposts, or bases, in the Creat Lakes area, such as Fofi

Detroit.
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Thayendanegea, was not
born to be a dief but
eamed the eneem of his
people by hi! leadership.
The giant shell he weaB

Tte lhreat to atiye American tands The Tleaty ofparis redrew the
national boundaries with litde concem for Native Am€rican int€rests.

In Chapter 5, you learned that rhe British had attempted to keep
white saden away ftom Native American t€rlirory by establishing

the Prodamation Lioe of 1763. Becaus€ of ftis, many tribes had
supported the Brirish in the war. But in the teaty, the British
handed over Natiye American lands without er,en consulting
their former allies. When Mohawk chiefloseph Brant heard
the nelvs, he wa$ honified by the betrayal.

PRIMARY SOURCE

Il When I joined the Englirh in the beginning of the Wat it
was purely on account of my forefathers' ehgagements with

the King. I always looked upon these engagemenl5, or covenant5
between the (ing and the lndian nation, as a sacred thing. r,

-rosepfi 
Brant 1783

Native Amedcans who lived east of the Mississippi found themselves
living within the boundaries ofa new aation that was intent on westwatd
opansion. Their lands were now at risk.

$ mnll tOfeS a O nll.s Identit what America gained from the Treaty of parit

Greating a New ilation
(E feV Qufsnol ltftat ideals emerged from the Revolution?

"Liberty" had been the rallying cry of the Revolution as Americans fr€ed
themselves ftom British rul€. Now ihe succ€ss ofthe Revolution challenged
the existing world order. For the first time in the Arnericas, a colonial
rebellion against an imperial power had succeeded. By destrolng Bdtish
authority, the Revolution offered political reforme$ a chance to prove that
republicanism, the idea that a country can be govemed by the people, and
without a king could work. Impeial powers around the world began to fear
this new rhre.ri

At the same time, the war created a new nation-one that r,alued the ideal
of liberty. As Americans built their new socitty, the ideal of liberty became
one of the mosl imponant legacjes ofthe Revolution.

ew State and ational Govemments As early as 1 775 Bdrish rule had
become ineffective in many areas ofthe coloni$. Eventually, in May of 1776,
the Crntinental Crngress advised the colonies to establish new govemments.
By 1777 nea y all t\e former colonies had adopred written constitutioru.
Tlvo colonies-Co[necticut and Rhode Island-retained the govemmelts
established by their rolEl charters.
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All the new stat€ constitutions contained some enumeration of indi-

al dghts and liberties. For instance, Virgiliat new Constitution of

776 was based on the Vlrginia Dedaration of Rights lt proteated many

Ceorgia's constitution established pubtic schools.

The states also realized early oA that they needed a national government,

iforlly to conduct the war. By 1777, the Continental Congress had drafted

tighrs and guaranteed fteedom ofthe press and fteedom of religion Some

gates, induding Delaware, Prohibited slavery and a state-suPPorted Eligion

a plan: rhe Anides of Confederation (The new govemment finally took

i:lErge in 178r.) The Artides gave very limited poweG to the cental govern-

negionalbm
fte Southt depeodence

on slavery wo{ld lead to

a tenible civilw that

theatened to tear apan

$e United statet is€lf. You

will see this theme emerqe

as you study events leading

to $€ CMIWar.

ment-little more than wagilg war and signing treaties. (See Chapter 8 )

Freedom and Slavefy During the Revolution, some peoPle began to see

la conflict between slavery and the ideal of liberty. In response, vermont

outlawed slavery and Pennsyl nia passed a law to fiee slaves gradually'
' tndividual Aftican Amelicans also fought to end slal'ery, sometimes suing for
' fteedom in the courts. For example, Elizabeth Freeman sued for her fteedom

io a Massachusefts court and won Her victory in 1781 and other similar
, ca$es ended slavery in that state.

Frced Aftican Americans formed their own institutions. For example,

in Philadelphia Richard Allen helPed start the Free Afiicafl society, a

ftoodenominalional group that encouraged peoPle ro helP each othei. (Noad,-

nomiutiatal mearrs totfavoring any particular rcligion.) Richard Allen had

eamed the mooey to buy his fteedom
by wdrking for the Revolutionary
forces. As a preacher, Allen's leadership

was shaped by his belid that he had a

duty to reach and help people of
I atl backgounds, who had suffered fiom

imination. Allen also founded the

African Methodist Episcopal Church,
the first Afiican-American chuich in the

Dited States.

Despite the efforts to end slavery
in the North, in the South slavery
continued. Howevet many people,
induding Sourhem plantation olvners,
were troubled by the ne\/ nation's
dependence on slavery. In 1784, Thomas
efferson, a slave owner himself, wrote

: of his fears for America if slavery were

dlowed to continue: "I tremble for my
county when I reflect that God is iusli
that his iustice cannot sleep forever. "
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Defining Religious Freedom FormanyAmericans, cenrral to rhe ideal of
libe.ty was the idea that religion is a private mafter and that people should
halr the right to choose arld practice their peBonat religious betiefs. People
such as Jafires Madison and Thomas fefferson called for a "$eparation of
church aDd statg" meaning that the state should not be involved in religious
affairs.

to 1777 Thomas Jderson Fopos€d his Mrgida StatuE for Religiorrs Ffeedom.
In it he daimed that people have a '[atural right' ro fteedom ofopiniorl
induding religious opinion. |efferson opposed state laws that prchibited
Iews or Catholics from holding public office. He also opposed the pracice of
using tax money to support churches, because, he wrotg 'to compel a man
to fumish co[tributions of money for the propagation ofopinions which
he disbelieves, is sinful and tyiannical."

Jefferson's statute was eventually adopted as law in Virginia. Iater, it
became the basis of the religious rights guaranteed by the Bill of Righrs in
the U.S. Constitutiol.

Unitlng the States For almost two ceniuries each colony had been gov-
emed independently of itr neighbors. The colonies had been quanelsome
and often uncooperative. Howevet as the war tumed colonies into states,
Americalrs saw how important it war for these states to work together as a
nation. The great clmllenge that lay ahead was how to remain united as a
natiol of independent statet despite regional and religious differences.

$ suUffmZe Descdbe the ideals that emerged from fie Revolution.

l2 orurr Qorz

IEN S& 
'IMEs'1. Explain the importance of

. Treaty o, Paris . RichardAllen

. Elizabeth Freeman . Virginia Statute for
Religious keedom

USII{G YOUN READING NOTES

2. Categorize list and categorizethe major resul$ of
dle Revolutionary War.

KEY IDEAS

3. What groups gained least from the Treaty of pa s?

4. How did the goals of the Revolution quideAmericans

toward a morejust society after the war?

CRITICAL TIIINI(II{G
5. Conne.t Economics & HBtory How did the

Ireaty of Paris prctedAmericat economic interesG?

6. Causes and Effe.ts How did the ktriot victory
affed Native Americans?

7. Histof(al Perspective What'rnight have
happened il during the pea@ negotiations ea(h
state had tried to negotiate independently?

8. GEED Citizenship Report Use the tntemet
to research EliTabeth Freeman and RidardAllen.
Write a brief report explaining how their efforb
helped improve their (ommunitles,
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Name Period Date

The Legacy of the War

Partner read section 4 on page 223 to 228. Answer the following questions using RA.T.E.
Each questions is worth two points, if R3.T.E. is not used, a point will be subtracted.

1. What were the costs ofthe war for botJr sides ofthe war?

2. Why was the American government 30 million dollars in debt?

3. What happened to the American Loyalists at the end ofthe Revolutionary War?

4. In what ways did the U.S. go/t. borrow money? Using the chart on pg, 224,
explain how was each ofthese ways different?

5. For what reason did Americans hate Benedict Arnold?



Name Period Date

6. What boundary disputes did the Treaty ofParis cause between the U.S., Spain,
and Britain?

7. How was the Proclamation of 1763 affected by the Revolutionary War and the
Treaty of Paris?

8. Which two states were not affected by Congress' call for the states to create
new constitutions?

9. What powers did the Articles ofConfederation give the Continental Congress in
1777?

10. What did Thomas Jefferson propose viththe Virginia Statute lor Religious
Freedom andhow does it connect to our thoughts on religion today?


